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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


BROOKFIELD —-_ As 
COVID-19 began to circu- 
late, The Brookfield Institute, 
which helps veterans and their 
families, decided to gather up 
its volunteers and reach out 
to veterans in case they were 
without necessities or a warm 
voice at the end of their phone 
line. 

The mission of The Brook- 
field Institute is to prevent 
veteran suicide and bring in- 
creased well-being to veterans 
and their families through 
education and outreach. The 
overall goal, through their 
work, is to help veterans, their 
families and communities de- 
velop the skills and tools to 
build resilience. 

“In this time of collective 
trauma, we're very aware that 
everyone 1s under more stress 
and may have more anxi- 
ety,’ said Brookfield Institute 
Executive Director Beverly 
Prestwood-Taylor. She said 
the situation can make peo- 
ple irritable, weepy and fog- 
gy-headed as they live with 
their anxiety or other issues 
made worse by today’s cir- 
cumstances. 

“This affects our brains 
and our thinking brains can 
shut down as a result,” she 
said. After deciding to check 
on veterans in the Ware-Palm- 
er-Warren-Belchertown and 
Brookfields region, the Insti- 
tute gathered up volunteers 
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Volunteers reach out to veterans 





Brookfield Institute volunteers, Patty Boynton, left, and her husband, Paul Boynton, right, are flanking Brookfield Institute 
Executive Director Beverly Prestwood-Taylor at a tag sale held last fall to benefit the nonprofit that helps veterans and their 


families. 


and began calling veterans to 
make sure they were all right 
and had everything they need- 
ed, she said. 

“We've had a very positive 
response,” Prestwood-Taylor 
said. “They are incredibly 
happy that somebody out 
there cares and they know 


somebody wants to help them. 


We at the Brookfield Institute 


want to make sure that veter- 
ans know, as they say in the 
say in the service “somebody 


has their back.” 

Sometimes it is something 
relatively minor like access 
to hand sanitizer and Clorox 
wipes, or it can be taking time 
to listening to how they feel if 
they choose to talk or provid- 
ing a referral for counseling, 
she said. 

In a couple of cases there 
has been food insecurity for 
veterans and their families, so 
making sure they had a more 
reliable source of food was 


important. She said there are 
food boxes brought to veter- 
ans in those situations. 

Volunteers Patty and Paul 
Boynton, were two of the nine 
volunteers making the calls 
as a way to honor their son, 
Chris, who died while serving 
in the U.S. Army. 

“It’s given them a sense 
of meaning,” she said of the 
Boytons. “It allows them to 


Please see VOLUNTEERS, page 8 
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New times 
call for 
new ways 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


Editor’s Note: The Quabo- 
ag Current would like to profile 
how churches are responding 
to changing circumstances as 
measures to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 mean no physical 
worship or other ways to phys- 
ically meet. Please email me at 
ekennedy@turley.com so I can 
write about what your church is 
doing to keep its membership to- 
gether and worship ongoing. 


WEST BROOKFIELD — As 
measures were put in place to 
stop the spread of COVID-19, 
churches have had to change 


Please see NEW WAYS, page 11 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY 
EILEEN KENNEDY 


First Congregational Church in West 
Brookfield puts out a sign to thank 
workers on the front lines during 
COVID-19. 





Festival to celebrate 50th 
anniversary of Earth Day 


REGION -—_ Grassroots 
Central Mass and Starlite Gal- 
lery in Southbridge will host 
a virtual Earth Day festival, 
“You Can’t Live Without It,” 
online, showcasing 
stories, poetry read- 
ings, art and live 
music on Saturday, 
April 25, from 5:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Attendees are free 
to drop in to the event by vis- 
iting https://grassrootscentral- 
mass.com/earth-day/. 

This year, 2020 marks the 
50th anniversary of Earth Day, 
celebrated by millions around 
the world to raise awareness 
and advocacy for improving 
air quality, cleaning up con- 
taminated lands and protect- 
ing our water resources. While 
efforts to combat coronavirus 
have prevented in-person cel- 
ebrations and events, there 1s 


EARTH DAY 
April 22 


evidence the reduction in ac- 
tivity has reduced pollution 
and greenhouse emissions 
around the globe. This event 
will celebrate Earth, those 
who protect her and 
those inspired by 
her, in a socially-re- 
sponsible, virtual 
forum. 

The evening will include 
children’s stories, tree plant- 
ings and tips, poetry readings 
by Poetorium artists and oth- 
ers, and live musical perfor- 
mances. Among the featured 
musicians, Peruvian-born gul- 
tarist and ethnomusicologist 
Carlos Odria is slated to per- 
form. Odria is a popular and 
talented guitarist who fuses 
jazz, Latin and other musical 
influences. He is in demand 


Please see EARTH DAY, page 3 





Suellen Stott, of New Braintree, made sure her snowmen were practicing social distancing. 
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We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 





Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to ekennedy@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (o) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


DONNIE BERTHIAUME 
5th Worcester District 
MA House of Representatives 





Turtle Count 


Turley the Turtle 
guesses for Quaboag 
Current edition of April 
17: Kathy Lipovsky, of 
West Brookfield, found 7 
turtles. Paula Slade and 
family, of Springfield 
and formerly of Brook- 
field, counted 9 turtles. 
The correct number of 
turtles was 9. 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 
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Second Chance Animal Services Dr. Jackie Celmer with Missy, a patient. 
Second Chance employees are thankful for the support shown by 
Missy’s owner, who brought in cookies for the staff. 


Second Chance staff 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Navigating the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been challenging for Second 
Chance, but community support for their vet hospital 
staff is helping to inspire a weary staff. From hand- 
made masks to gifts of cookies carrying sweet thank 
you notes to all the messages of support on social me- 
dia and email, the community has embraced Second 
Chance with encouragement unlike ever before. Just 
this week, Second Chance announced a donor has 
offered to match up to $10,000 in donations to help 
provide emergency funding and has already received 
over $4,600 toward the goal. 

Support began to swirl in the early days of the 
crisis when volunteers, eager to help while safeguard- 
ing their own health, offered to make masks for staff 
as news of the mask shortage was breaking. Second 
Chance’s Dr. Park was busy on her time off, research- 
ing the best patterns and making masks from home. 
Second Chance shared Park’s tutorial with volunteers 
who began dropping their handiwork off at the North 
Brookfield hospital. 

Heather Trombly, owner of heathercraftylove. 
com, which sells custom pet accessories and regular- 
ly donates 10 percent of sales to Second Chance, also 
started making masks to help protect hospital staff. 
Trombly said making the masks for Second Chance 
was important to her. “I’m teaching my two young 
children to give. ’m teaching them that kindness 
comes first. That helping others in their time of need 
is essential” Trombly said. “I’ve loved animals since 
I was a little girl and my children love animals too. 
I just think what all of they do at Second Chance is 
amazing and this is my way of saying thank you.” All 
the mask donations allowed Second Chance to donate 
their own supply of disposable masks to local hospi- 
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Second Chance Animal Services vet tech Elizabeth Amato with a thank 
you sign for patients and supporters for their gifts of masks along with 
treats for the workers. 


humbled by support 


tals to protect human healthcare staff on the frontline 
of the pandemic. 

Second Chance began restricting access to hos- 
pital buildings and staff started retrieving pets from 
parking lots and sidewalks for appointments while 
pet owners attended exams virtually. Soon, surprises 
started popping up. The North Brookfield hospital 
staff were treated to cookies from the owner of a dog 
named Missy, along with a note of support. At the 
Springfield hospital, the phones have been ringing off 
the hook and staff have been touched by how grateful 
pet owners have been to have somewhere to turn for 
help for their pets. 

In Worcester, Second Chance staff discovered 
homemade masks and a Dunkin’s gift card tucked in- 
side a patient’s carrier along with a sweet note thank- 
ing them for staying open to care for pets during the 
crisis. “From the earliest days of the COVID-19 out- 
break, we began preparing contingencies to continue 
to be here for the pets that need help right now,” said 
CEO Sheryl Blancato, who is heartened by the show 
of support. “I am touched by all the messages we’ve 
received on social media and email. So many people 
are trying to find ways to help others as their own lives 
have been upended by the pandemic. They inspire us 
and help renew our weary staff. 

Blancato is hopeful the emergency matching gift 
fundraiser will help the nonprofit cover all the added 
costs that come with operating during the crisis. Those 
interested in donating can donate online through the 
special fundraiser on the Second Chance Faceook 
page or the secondchanceanimals.org homepage. 
Checks mailed to Second Chance, 111 Young Road, 
East Brookfield, MA 01515 with MATCH on the 
memo line will also be matched through April 30. 


Lfiventur fours of Warren 
Sharc the Adventure with us! 
acollette 


| 0 We’ve Got 
Your Back! 


Thinking to the future, 
we’re busy making back- 

4 up plans for many of our 
2020 tours. Give us a Call 
if you have questions. 


Cape Cod Canal Cruise 
Block Island 

New York for a Day 
Boston Pops Holiday 


May 28 ‘21... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise.from: $1399 


Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 
or email adventuretours@att.net 
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com 





NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is pleased to announce 
the hire of John Thomasian 
as vice president/chief finan- 
cial officer and treasurer. He 
joins the bank’s senior man- 
agement team. 

“We are so pleased to wel- 
come John to North Brook- 
field Savings Bank and to have 
him as a part of our team,” 
said North Brookfield Savings Bank 
President and CEO Donna Boulanger. 
“With his strong financial background 
and local community roots we know his 
insight and contribution will benefit our 
customers, communities, and the bank.” 

In his role at NBSB, Thomasian will 
be responsible for providing financial 
management and direction to the bank’s 
operation and for all aspects of the 
bank’s finances, including oversight of 
the budget, the investment portfolio and 
the internal and external financial re- 





John Thomasian 
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community 


North Brookfield Savings Bank hires John 
Thomasian as vice president, CFO and treasurer 


porting. Furthermore, he will 
manage the accounting de- 
partment in addition to work- 
ing with senior management 
to uphold the bank’s mission. 

Thomasian, of New Brain- 
tree, most recently served as 
vice president of revenue for 
Webster First Credit Union 
where he also served as assis- 
tant vice president of finance 
& collections, and as a finance 
analyst. Prior to that he held positions 
at Worcester Police Department Credit 
Union and Sovereign Bank. In total he 
brings more than 13 years of account- 
ing and banking experience to North 
Brookfield Savings Bank. 

Thomasian earned a bachelor of sci- 
ence in business administration through 
Nichols College, with a major in finance 
and a minor in accounting. He has also 
completed EasCorp’s Advanced Asset 
Liability Management & Investment 
Academy. 





EARTH DAY from page | 


for venues across Central Massachu- 
setts and will offer this rare at-home 
performance. 

Visit https://grassrootscentralmass. 
com/earth-day/ for the full schedule 
and participation instructions. 

Grassroots Central Mass is a collec- 
tive of neighbors and activists in Mas- 
sachusetts towns from Southbridge 
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to the Brookfields to Barre working 
to help our communities, state and 
country move forward on issues that 
impact us all. 

Starlite Gallery, at 39 Hamilton 
St., Southbridge, 1s a unique bohemi- 
an lounge offering original live music, 
craft beers and craft cocktails, art ex- 
hibitions and installations that pro- 
vide patrons with a creative and stimu- 
lating social environment. 
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PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000 


Check www.whitcosales for special coupon 


Thomasian is an active participant 
in the community, volunteering as a 
coach for Quabbin Youth Basketball, as 
well as participating in the annual side- 
by-side charity for disabled veterans by 
Operations Playhouse, co-sponsored by 
Habitat for Humanity. He has also pre- 
viously served as a committee member 
of the National Association of Federal 
Credit Unions Political Action Com- 
mittee. 

“T am excited to join my hometown 
bank. I grew up in North Brookfield 
and opened my first savings account 
with North Brookfield Savings Bank. 
The saying ‘there is no place like home’ 
has never rang truer for me than it does 
now.” said Thomasian. “I look forward 
to being able to help guide the bank’s 
financial operations into the future so 
we can continue to support our com- 
munities as well as work collaboratively 
alongside our staff to provide our cus- 
tomers with the best products and ser- 
vices.” 
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Calling all 
Students and 
teachers 


The Quaboag Current is calling 
all children — everyone under 18 —to 
send us artwork, essays and photos. 
If enough children send pieces on 
it’s possible we could have a whole 
issued devoted to them. Please in- 


clude full names on all submissions 
SO Wwe can give proper credit to the 
creator. Also, if photos are submit- 
ted please identify the people in the 
photos. Parents,the if you could 
forward them to us it would be ap- 
preciated. 

We're also asking teachers to 
send essays, artwork or photos de- 
scribing what it’s like for them be- 
ing home and educating students 
from afar. 

Please send all emails to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com. 
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“Coronavirus” 


By Sue Angela Healy 


2019. If this for real — what does this 

mean? A corona virus has hit world 
wide and it was spreading hast. Oh we’re so 
far away it will never last. 

But soon small and large nations were 
being reached one by one. There 1s no cure — 
nowhere to run. Soon it eventually showed 
up in the West Coast of the U.S.A. Thinking 
this will pass soon — we'll be okay. Hit like 
a lightning bold were the elderly in a nurs- 
ing home. None more in isolation — none 
more alone. Little by little this epidemic 
crawled into each and every state. Numbers 
rising daily — at a slow but very high rate. 
The people in Italy are secluded — now all in 
lockdown. Not a person in the streets or no- 
where to be found. Whispering through the 
air like wild fires — worse than the flu. Most 
frightened and unsure — what are we to do? 
Some countries have hundreds — thousands 
sick with too many deaths. Hopefully a 
once in a life time threat we would soon like 
to forget. 

Doctors, nurses working into the night 
for your loved one — they'll put up a fight. 

In March Massachusetts in the state of 
emergency — all schools shut down, people 
not able to think or concentrate were run- 
ning around. The first thing families did 
was rush to the grocery store. Picking up 
Lysol handi-wipes, toilet paper, or maybe 
just one more thing. Restaurants closed — 
only delivery or take-out meals. 

No this isn’t a dream — this 1s for real. 
Casinos recently opened are empty instead. 

What is going on in everyone’s head? 
Malls across America shut down. Food 
stores opening for the elderly before dawn. 
When will this nightmare end — can some 
one tell me how long? This is the most holy 
season where we are supposed to fast. But 
now we were recently told there will be no 
Sunday Mass. Endured was driving to phar- 
macies — standing in very long lines. Taking 
a deep breath expressing to the woman in 
front of me — we'll be just fine. But I don’t 
really believe everything I watch on TV. Is 
this really happening in the year 2020 — to 
you, to us, to me? 

Stop for a moment — listen to what our 
Lord is trying to say. He wants us to end 
hatred, violence, united as one and pray. If 
this is done He will eventually answer our 
prayer. And this COVID-19 will somehow, 
some way, quickly just disappear. 

So dear God I am begging you on my 
knees, please help this helpless world and 
let everyone see. I know from you this is a 
wake-up call. And I hope you will be there 
as we begin to eventually fall. Secure us 
during these dark, deep nights to stay calm, 
positive and see us through. And on behalf 
of myself and the world in advance, my 
heart thanks you. 


[: all began in China in December of 





This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Greens you can grow now 





ith more time spent at 
home I am itching to 
get into the garden, but 


with temperatures below freezing 
at night and daytime just topping 
off in the forties last week what on 
earth can I possibly plant? Greens! 

Spinach (Spinacia oleracea) 1s 
a cool weather crop. Seeds can be 
sown early, as soon as the ground 
can be worked. Germination can 
occur in soils as cold as 45 degrees. Don’t 
worry about chilly morning temperatures 
hurting young seedlings; spinach will toler- 
ate a light frost. Bolting, or seed-setting, oc- 
curs naturally as day lengths reach 14 tol6 
hours of light per day. 

When the plant begins to bolt more ener- 

gy is spent on flowering and seed production 
than on leaf making. Leaves become smaller 
and are usually bitter in taste. I remove the 
plants from the garden at this point and sow 
something else in their place. Many people 
have good luck planting spinach seeds again 
in July or August for a fall harvest. 
Still others sow seeds even later in 
the season, hoping that with a 
little protection the plants 
may overwinter and grow 
like gangbusters in the 
cool weather of the fol- 
lowing spring. 

I harvested my spin- 
ach (a variety advertised 
as “slow to bolt”) only 
two or three times before it be- 
gan to set seed. For just a couple of meals 
the effort was hardly worthwhile. Over the 
last few years, however, I have been experi- 
menting with a variety of so-called spinach 
substitutes, and so far am delighted by their 
taste and durability. 

The first is New Zealand spinach (Tetrag- 
onia). Although its name may imply other- 
wise, this 1s not a true spinach. Fresh cut it 
doesn’t taste or look like spinach either, but 
when cooked it will fill in for Popeye’s favor- 
ite with no questions asked. The beauty of 
this sprawling plant is in its productivity; 
just a few plants will produce enough leaves 
to feed an entire family. Hard, nut-like seeds 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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Roberta McQuaid 








may take awhile to germinate. I 
have found that soaking them in 
warm water for a few hours pri- 
or to sowing will soften the seed 
coat and quicken the process. 
New Zealand spinach will likely 
go to seed late in summer. Let a 
few seeds drop and with any luck 
some will sprout in place come 
spring time. Be forewarned, this 
plant is not frost hardy. To get 
a head start I sowed my seeds in six-packs 
and will plant the seedlings outside when 
the danger of frost has passed. 

Swiss chard is one of my favorite greens; 
it’s not exactly like spinach but it can be used 
similarly. So far I have made two sowings. I 
tried one extra early, on April 6, and another 
just today. The first sowing hasn’t sprouted 
yet, and I am curious if the seeds will sit un- 
til the weather warms and then I'll have two 
crops exactly the same time or if one will 
take the lead. You can either cut the leaves 
when tiny for use in salads or thin the plants 
and let the leaves grow large where they can 
be cooked up in a quick stir fry 
with other veggies. If you 
are someone who likes 
making your own green 
drinks, try juicing a few 
leaves with an apple and 

carrots for a_ healthy 

alternative to sugary 

drinks. Chard is a rela- 

tive to beets. The leaves 

are very similar. If you 

want only a few greens, grow beets and 
harvest some leaves and some roots. 

We may not be able to plant our toma- 
toes or peppers yet, but we can certainly get 
our hands dirty by planting some spinach, 
Swiss chard or even beets, right now! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS 


POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
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By Ellenor Downer 


The Massachusetts Audubon Soci- 
ety received a report of two red-head- 
ed woodpeckers in South Hadley. The 
red-headed woodpecker is the only 
woodpecker with an all red head. The 
body and wings are patterned with 
black and white. This woodpecker 1s 
about eight inches long. It inhabits 
farmland, open woodlands, suburbs 
and orchards. Northern populations 
are migratory and concentrate in woods 
with abundant acorns. Besides acorns, 
the red-headed woodpecker feeds on 
beechnuts, other nuts, insects, bird eggs, 
nestlings, sap from sapsucker holes, fruit 
and berries. 

Both the male and female excavate 
a hole in a live or dead tree. They will 
use birdhouses. The female lays four 
to five white eggs. Its common call is a 
loud “kweeer.” It drums softly in short 
bursts. 

Red-headed woodpeckers cache 
acorns, nuts and insects in small cavities 
to use in the non-breeding season. They 
will conceal the cache by closing it with 
slivers of wet wood and will defend it 
from other woodpeckers, jays or crows. 


Audubon society 
Other bird sightings reported to 
Massachusetts Audubon Society in- 
cluded a black vulture in Grafton, a 
barn swallow, marsh wren and gray cat- 
bird at Westborough Wildlife Manage- 
ment Area. 
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Bald eagle 

A Petersham couple had a mature 
bald eagle the morning of April 7 in a 
tall pine near the house. She said her 
husband and a friend called her outside 
to see the eagle. She said, “He sat there 
for several minutes. There was a huge 
bird that circled around and I wonder 
if 1t was an immature eagle. When the 
eagle was in the tree he had squawked 
at him several times and he flew away.” 
The wife said, “I was on my way in my 
car a few minutes later down the drive- 
way and my friend said I rode right by 
him. I was wearing that awful mask 
then.” Her friend took pictures of him, 
but she said it would be a while before 
she ventures out to get them developed. 


Male cardinal 
An Oakham resident had a male car- 
dinal at her feeder around 7:30 p.m. She 
did not see the female cardinal. 


Eastern phoebe 
I saw an eastern phoebe last week. 
Every year, a phoebe rebuilds its nest 
on the eaves of my house. I also have 
a phoebe that nest on the outside light 
at the back door of my camp on Lake 
Winnisquam. 


Birds at my feeder 
I am still seeing dark-eyed juncos, but 
I do not have as many. So far, I saw jun- 
cos on April 1, 2 and 3 and then there 
were several days I did not see them. I 
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saw juncos again on April 8, 9, 10, 11 
and 12. Soon, they will be gone and not 
return until the fall. They are my favor- 
ite winter bird. 

I had a male American goldfinch that 
partially had his breeding plumage. He 
still had some of the olive feathers of 
winter with the spring yellow and black 
on the wings and top of the head. The 
other two goldfinches were females or 
males that had not started to change 
plumage. 


Easter birds 
I saw one female red-winged black- 
bird, eight red-winged blackbirds, one 
male purple finch, tufted titmice, black- 
capped chickadees, white-throated spar- 
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Paula Ouimette, 

the author’s daughter, 
drew this red-headed 
woodpecker. 


row, two grackles, two downy woodpeck- 
ers, one hairy woodpecker, two blue jays 
and one red-bellied woodpecker. People 
may report a bird sighting or bird relat- 
ed experience by calling me at 413-967- 
3505, leaving a message at extension 100 
or emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com. 
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Tax filing deadline extended; 
beer &wine take-out allowed 
at restaurants, bars 


BOSTON -— Legislation to help mu- 
nicipal government continue to operate 
and provide essential services to Massa- 
chusetts residents during the COVID-19 
global pandemic is now on Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s desk awaiting his signature. 

House Bill 4598, An Act to address 
challenges faced by municipalities 
and state authorities resulting from 
COVID-19, was enacted by the House 
of Representatives and the Senate on 
April 2. State Rep. Todd Smola (R-War- 
ren) said the bill provides communities 
with much-needed flexibility to conduct 
business and finalize a budget while op- 
erating under the difficult constraints 
imposed by the State of Emergency that 
took effect on March 10. 

In addition to giving town moder- 
ators the authority to declare a recess 
or continuance of town meeting for up 
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Bill to Keep local government running on Governor’s desk 


to 30 days at a time during the State of 
Emergency, the bill also allows local 
select boards to extend town meeting 
business beyond the statutorily-man- 
dated cutoff date of June 30. Commu- 
nities that are unable to finalize a bud- 
get for the next fiscal year by June 30 
will be allowed to continue operating 
using monthly interim budgets funded 
through free cash and other revenue ac- 
counts, with the approval of the director 
of local accounts at the Department of 
Revenue. 

Smola said House Bill 4598 extends 
the state’s personal income tax filing 
deadline from April 15 to July 15, re- 
flecting changes that were recently made 
to the federal tax filing deadline. The bill 
also allows bars and restaurants holding 
liquor licenses to sell beer and wine to 
customers ordering take-out food to 
help local businesses recoup some of the 
sales that have been lost since dining in 
was temporarily banned last month. 

House Bill 4598 also: 

¢ authorizes cities, towns and districts 


that incur a deficit this year to amortize 
the debt over the next three fiscal years, 
using guidelines issued by the Commis- 
sioner of Revenue; 

¢ extends the deadline for municipali- 
ties to exercise a right of first refusal op- 
tion to purchase property until 90 days 
after the State of Emergency is lifted; 

¢ removes the annual cap on hours 
and earnings for retired employees 
collecting a pension so they can work 
during the State of Emergency, provid- 
ed they did not retire under a general or 
special disability law; 

* permits cities and towns to extend 
the deadlines for property tax payments 
and applications for tax exemptions to a 
date no later than June 1; 

¢ authorizes cities and towns to waive 
interest payments and other penalties 
for late payments of excises and taxes, 
including water and sewer payments, if 
payment is made before June 30; 

¢ prohibits cities and towns from ter- 
minating essential services — including 
water, trash collection and electricity — 


for non-payment of taxes or fees result- 
ing from loss of employment, serious 1ll- 
ness or other financial hardship related 
to the outbreak of COVID-19; 

¢ allows permit-granting authorities 
to hold meetings and public hearings re- 
motely during the State of Emergency, 
using the guidelines established in the 
governor’s March 12 order suspending 
certain provisions of the Open Meeting 
Law; 

¢ ensures that no permit, variance, 
special permit, license, amendment, ex- 
tension, or other approval issued by a 
permit-granting authority will lapse or 
be deemed granted, approved or denied 
until 45 days after the State of Emergen- 
cy 1s lifted, or by a date otherwise pre- 
scribed by law, whichever is later; and 

¢ enables public corporations to con- 
duct meetings remotely for the duration 
of the State of Emergency, and for 60 
days thereafter. 

For additional information please 
contact Smola at Todd.Smola@ma- 
house.gov or 617-722-2100. 
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Holyoke Community College EMT students taking part in a emergency practice drill last November. 


Holyoke Community College EMT 
training program starts June 22 


WARE — Holyoke Community Col- 
lege, in collaboration with the Quaboag 
Valley Community Development Cor- 
poration and Star of Life Academy 
Inc., is offering EMT training through 
the E2E: Quaboag Region Workforce 
Training and Community College Cen- 
ter at 79 Main St., beginning June 22. 

The Emergency Medical Technician 
Basic Course, accredited by the Mass. 
Dept. of Public Health’s office of emer- 
gency medical services, will meet Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, 6 to 9:30 
p.m. and on select Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. from June 22 to Sept. 2. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 out- 
break, some of the classes may be con- 
ducted in live, remote sessions instead 
of face-to-face. 

The 13-week program consists of 
more than 170 hours of in-class lectures 
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and additional online study, training, 
field trips and workshops designed to 
prepare students for the state EMT cer- 
tification exam. The course covers all 
aspects of emergency care including pa- 
tient handling, extrication, and commu- 
nication, working with law enforcement, 
legal issues, ethics, medical equipment, 
and safe transportation of patients. 

Instruction will be provided by staff 
from Star of Life Academy who have 
more than 30 years combined field ex- 
perience in fire and emergency medical 
Services. 

Enrollment is limited so please regis- 
ter as soon as possible. 

The course fee is $1,099 plus $225 for 
tests. 

For more information or to register, 
please contact Valentyna Semyrog at 
413-552-2123 or vsemyrog@hcc.edu. 


Read or subscribe to Quaboag Current: 
quaboagcurrent.turley.com 





House approves moratorium 
on evictions and foreclosures 


BOSTON -— State Rep. Todd M. 
Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Mem- 
ber, Committee on Ways & Means) is 
pleased to announce that the House 
of Representatives has approved a 
temporary moratorium on evictions 
and foreclosures in Massachusetts 
to protect renters and homeowners 
during the ongoing State of Emergen- 
cy triggered by the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. 

Smola said House Bill 4615, which 
was engrossed on April 2, would ban 
all but “emergency for cause” eviction 
actions from the time the bill is signed 
into law until 30 days after the State 
of Emergency 1s lifted. Landlords 
would be able to initiate an eviction 
action only for allegations of crimi- 
nal activity or lease violations that are 
detrimental to the health and safety of 
others while the moratorium is in ef- 
fect. The moratorium applies to both 
residential and commercial properties. 

House Bill 4615 would also pro- 
hibit landlords from imposing a late 
fee or notifying a consumer reporting 
agency due to non-payment of rent, 
as long as the tenant provides notice 
and documentation to the landlord 
that their inability to pay on time is di- 
rectly or indirectly related to the virus 
outbreak or the Governor’s State of 
Emergency declaration. Tenants will 


have 30 days from the date rent is due 
to provide this documentation. 

Landlords pursuing an emergency 
for cause eviction action must provide 
residential and commercial tenants 
with 10 days’ written notice to quit. If 
the tenant refuses to vacate the prem- 
ises, the landlord can then proceed 
with an action for summary process 
through the court system. 

Smola noted that homeowners are 
also given protections from foreclo- 
sure under House Bill 4615. While the 
moratorium is in effect, mortgagees 
and creditors would be prohibited 
from publishing notice of a foreclo- 
sure sale; exercising a power of sale; 
exercising a right of entry; initiating 
a judicial or non-judicial foreclosure 
process; or filing a complaint to deter- 
mine the military status of a mortgag- 
or under the federal Service members 
Civil Relief Act. 

Additional language included in 
the bill would allow homeowners ap- 
plying for a reverse mortgage to re- 
ceive statutorily mandated counseling 
through video conferencing, rather 
than face-to-face. 

House Bill 4615 now heads to the 
Senate for further action. For ad- 
ditional information please contact 
Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov 
or 617-722-2100. 





Three fun outdoor activities to do 


HARDWICK — The East Quabbin 
Land Trust has suggestions for three 
activities people can do with their 
families outside. 

Hang trail markers, tags: People 
can pick any East Quabbin Land 
Trust preserve they would like to 
work at. They can take the family out 
for a hike and re-hang the boundary 
tags or trail markers along the way. 
Replace the current nails with alumi- 
num nails and place pressure treated 
wood between the tree and the tag. 
This prevents the nails from getting 
sucked into the tree as it grows. The 
EQLT provide the materials and in- 
structions. 

Road-side clean-up: Before leaf-out 
is a perfect time to pick up the trash 
that’s accumulated along the road 
edges over the winter. The EQLT have 


yellow bags to share. Residents should 
focus on their own road, or one that 
is a major thoroughfare in the region. 
Help beautify your neighborhoods for 
Earth Day, April 22. This is something 
the whole family can do together. 

Cutting brush: Loopers are wonder- 
ful tools and can cut young saplings 
and bushes up to one inch in diame- 
ter. There are lots of places where the 
EQLT can’t mow and it doesn’t want 
trees to grow. 

Take the family and spend an hour 
(or so) cutting brush along the edge of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail on Church 
Street in Ware. There’s plenty of space 
to spread out and it’s possible to see 
the results of the work immediate- 
ly. Anyone wanting to do these tasks 
should contact Cynthia Henshaw a 
chenshaw@ealt.org. 


REGION - In light of the COVID-19 
emergency, Massachusetts residents are 
spending a lot of time in their homes 
and yards. How many people know 
what to do if they find a baby bird, a 
nest of newborn bunnies, or another 
young animal in their yard this spring? 

The arrival of spring means the ar- 
rival of young wildlife. Every year, the 
lives of young creatures are disturbed 
by people who take young animals from 
the wild in a well-intentioned attempt 
to save them, but this often does more 
harm than good. The Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife is re- 
minding the public that young wildlife 
belong in the wild and urging residents 
to leave young wildlife alone. Finding a 
young animal alone does not mean it’s 
been abandoned or needs to be rescued. 
Adults are often nearby and visit their 
young only occasionally to avoid detec- 
tion from predators. 

Nearly all wild birds and mammals 
are protected by law; they may not le- 
gally be taken from the wild or kept as 
pets. Most people quickly find that they 
can't properly care for young wildlife, 
and many animals soon die in the hands 
of people trying to help. Young wildlife 
removed from the wild are also denied 
important natural learning experiences 
which help them survive on their own. 
Even if these animals are released back 
into the wild, their chances of survival 
are reduced. Often, the care given to 
young wildlife results in some attach- 
ment to humans and the animals may 
return to places where people live, only 
to be attacked by domestic animals or 
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MassWildlife urges people to leave young animals found in the wildlife, such as this fawn. 


hit by cars. With little fear of humans, 
once-tamed wildlife may become nui- 
sances or injure people. 

What to do: 

¢ If a baby bird is found: While baby 
birds may look helpless, they do not 
need assistance unless there are clear 
signs of injury, like a broken wing. If a 
hatchling or nestling (a young bird with- 
out feathers) is found outside the nest, 
try to return it to its nest or create an 
artificial nest. The parents will not reject 
if it is touched. If a fledgling (a young, 
fully feathered bird) is found outside the 
nest, leave it alone. While it is spend- 
ing some time hopping around on the 
ground learning how to fly, the parents 
are usually nearby still taking care of it. 


If a fledgling is found near a road or ex- 
posed to danger, it can be moved to a 
safer, sheltered location nearby. Young 
birds naturally have a low survival rate, 
which keeps populations in balance with 
available resources. 

¢ f a fawn is found: Young deer are 
born in late May and early June. Even 
if a fawn is seen alone for several days, 
leave it alone. The animal may be mo- 
tionless and seem vulnerable, but this 
is the normal behavior for a fawn and 
the mother, a doe, is probably feeding or 
bedded nearby. Fawns are safest when 
left alone because their camouflaging 
color helps them remain undetected. 
Does visit their fawns to nurse very in- 
frequently, a behavior that helps fawns 
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avoid detection by predators. If sym- 
pathetic people repeatedly visit a fawn, 
it can prolong separation from the doe 
and delay needed feeding. Fawns cannot 
be cared for by wildlife rehabilitators; if 
a fawn is visibly injured or found with its 
dead mother, call MassWildlife at 508- 
389-6300. 

¢ If bunnies or other young mammals 
are found: Generally, young mammals 
are visited by their mother only a few 
times a day to avoid attracting predators 
to the young. For example, a nest of 
bunnies will only be visited by the adult 
female twice per day to nurse the young. 
The young are generally safe when left 
alone because their color patterns and 
lack of scent help them remain unde- 
tected. In most cases, it’s best to leave 
young animals alone. 

¢ Keep pets leashed. Keeping pets 
indoors or restrained helps wildlife, as 
pets often like to chase and hunt song- 
birds and other mammals. This also 
helps your pets avoid health and safety 
dangers posed by wild animals, other 
pets, or automobiles. 

¢ Contact a wildlife rehabilitator for 
advice. In almost all cases, it’s best to 
leave wildlife alone and let nature take its 
course. In the rare case you find a young 
animal with a dead parent or if you see 
visible signs of injury, you can contact 
a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for as- 
sistance. An injured wild animal may be 
assisted, but a person must deliver the 
animal immediately to a licensed reha- 
bilitator. MassWildlife licenses wildlife 
rehabilitators who are qualified to care 
for most. 
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how they worship and how members 
connect with each other and the pastor 
or priest. 

At First Congregational Church, 
Rev. Stacy Kullgren holds worship ser- 
vices on Facebook live from her home, 
and then members are available to 
watch again. She knows congregants 
enjoy it and like feeling part of it even 
if everyone can’t worship together phys- 
ically right now. 

She reads stories to the children of 
the congregation to help them connect 
with the church as well. She has a spe- 
cial device that projects the book’s pag- 
es back to the screen so they are not re- 
versed by the camera. 

And thanks to technology, the church 
is using Zoom, an online video confer- 
encing application, for members to get 
together twice a week. While used in the 
past as more for of a business function, 
at First Congregational it is be allowing 
people to get to know each other a little 
deeper than Sundays alone have done. 

“We talk about what’s happening 
with each of us, what we’re doing for 
fun, we have Bible readings and we pray 
together,” said Kullgren. “The first time 
we logged on together it was really ex- 
citing being able to see each other. It’s 
had me laughing and I think it’s rejuve- 
nating for them. These are tough times 
and I think it strengthens them.” They 
do one on an evening and one during 
the day, and she said some members 
never miss the chance to connect with 
each other. 

Church member as well as church 
secretary, Terry Hall, said those partici- 
pating get to meet other members’ pets, 
who inevitably jump in their owner’s 
laps during calls, their children, their 
grandchildren and a part of their home 
is on display. “We’ve learned more 
about each other lately than we have in 
the last 20 years,” she said with a laugh. 

The church may be using to tech- 
nology to connect but members know 
not everyone is tech savvy or interested 


in having technology, so there is reach- 
ing out by phone, offering to do older 
and more vulnerable members’ grocery 
shopping or other errands so they don't 
have to go out in public. 

“IT think people have definitely 
reached out to help others,’ Hall said. 
“They want to know who else needs 
help now.” 

An existing group within the church, 
Blanche’s Visiting Angels, have been 
making sure that those who can’t get 
out and those that should not have gro- 
ceries, prescriptions and other errands 
done for them. Younger people in the 
congregation have stepped forward to 
do this work to make sure older volun- 
teers are not put in harm’s way, she said. 

The church also runs the Sharing 
Cupboard twice a week, on Wednes- 
days mornings and Thursday evenings. 
Peg Jackson, who coordinates it, said 
they knew it had to be revamped a bit 
because normally people seeking food 
come inside and go downstairs, which 
would be very close quarters for all. 

“We decided it would be safer if peo- 
ple stayed in their cars, and volunteers 
would run back and forth from the 
building to the cars,” she said. When 
COVID-19 measures were first intro- 
duced, teens and other young people 
could help be runners, but once distance 
learning began in earnest, it meant they 
could not help with the Wednesday 
morning pantry hours. 

But people stepped up to fill the gaps, 
she said, and it’s been running smooth- 
ly. People come into the parking lot, 
they are issued a number, fill out what 
food items they want, and then runners 
bring that downstairs for the order to 
be filled. The bags are marked with the 
numbers issued so runners know which 
car to bring it to, she said. 

“We have wanted to keep the ability 
for people to choose the foods they want 
under the ‘what they choose, they will 
use’ theory,’ Jackson said. “But if things 
don’t run smoothly in the future we may 
have to bag them up ahead of time and 
everyone will get the same thing.” Peo- 
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Efforts to stop the spread of COVID-19 
have meant changing how churches 
and their members worship and even 
communicate with each other. 





ple are allowed to come to the pantry 
once a month on Wednesdays between 
10 and 11:30 a.m. or Thursdays from 
6:30 to 8 p.m., and must be from West 
Brookfield, Warren or West Warren. 

With supermarkets straining to keep 
meat on their own shelves, there is also 
less available to food pantries, such as 
Sharing Cupboard, and Jackman has 
found herself advising people to use 
beans, some of whom have never used 
them as an entrée. 

Donations are welcome at the pan- 


try and can be arranged by calling the 
church at 508-867-7079 and leaving a 
message or it can be sent to First Con- 
gregational Church, 36 North Main St., 
West Brookfield, MA, 01585. 

“It’s really beautiful to see,” said 
Kullgren about how the congregation 
remains connected. “We’ve come to rely 
on each other more and trust each other 
to be there for each other. We are still 
able to offer each other joy and connec- 
tion. It allows us to embrace opportuni- 
ty even in the midst of darkness.” 
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SPRINGFIELD — The COVID-19 
Response Fund for the Pioneer Valley, 
launched and managed by the Commu- 
nity Foundation of Western Massachu- 
setts, has announced its latest round of 
community grants totaling $178,000 in 
support of 17 nonprofit organizations. 
The grantee organizations are on the 
front lines of the crisis as they serve the 
most vulnerable populations in Hamp- 
den, Hampshire and Franklin counties. 

This round of grants, the third since 
the inception of the Response Fund, sup- 
ports a range of organizations providing 
assistance in the areas of food security, 
family and youth services and shelter. 

The nearly $200,000 in grants have 
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community 
Third round of grants from COVID-19 Response Fund 


been awarded to a number following non- 
profit organizations including the Jubilee 
Food Cupboard in Ware. 

The most recent donations to the fund 
reported today include: 

¢ Eversource Foundation ($50,000) 

¢ Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund 
($75,000) 

¢ People’s United Community Foun- 
dation ($15,000) 

¢ Wagner Foundation ($15,000), based 
in Boston 

¢ Bulkley Richardson Gelinas ($2,500) 

¢ Key Bank in partnership with First 
Niagara Foundation ($5,000) 

Since launched, donations from busi- 
nesses, philanthropic organizations and 


individuals to the COVID-19 Response 
Fund have topped $3.3 million and grow- 
ing. Prior to this most recent round of 
grants, the Community Foundation has 
dispersed almost $1 million through the 
fund. 

The Response Fund was established 
to provide emergency grants to commu- 
nity nonprofit organizations serving the 
immediate needs of the most vulnerable 
populations affected by the pandemic in 
Western Massachusetts. 

According to Katie Allan Zobel, pres- 
ident and CEO of the Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts, “We 
are inspired by the number of donors 
who have heard about the Fund and given 


through our website or mailed in checks. 
The response is a wonderful reminder of 
how much our Pioneer Valley commu- 
nity cares for one another. The response 
of our nonprofit community is equally 
inspiring. This spirit of collaboration and 
coordination is making a difference in the 
lives of those most affected by this crisis.” 

In addition to donations from business 
and philanthropic organizations, over 
240 individuals have made donations to 
the CFWM Response Fund. 

The Community Foundation wel- 
comes additional donations to the 
COVID-19 Response Fund for the Pio- 
neer Valley. Gifts can be made online at: 
www.communityfoundation.org/covid19. 





VOLUNTEERS from page 1 


help others, and it gives them solace to 
do something in Christopher’s memo- 


ie 

Another volunteer, Donna Dube, of 
Ware, said she was honored to make the 
calls after what the service has done for 
her son, Brandon Dube. Through the 
U.S. Army National Guard, following a 
year in Iraq, he discovered he wanted to 
be a doctor. But he decided to get there 
by first becoming a nurse, she said. 

Her son received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in nursing, and is 
about to graduate from a nursing anes- 
thetist program at the University of 
Connecticut. 

A Belchertown resident, he will fin- 
ish up the program, although he him- 
self was temporarily sidelined from 
studying recently after contracting 


COVID-19. He and his wife, a nurse 
practioner, have had him recuperating 
at home in isolation in their finished 
basement, Dube said. He also did not 
have a severe case, mostly fatigue and 
body aches, she said. Once he passes his 
boards this summer he will join Bay- 
state Medical Center in Springfield. 

In Dube’s case, she and her husband, 
John, an Air Force veteran, enjoy vol- 
unteering at the Brookfield Institute, 
because of how much the service has 
given her son. 

Dube herself is disabled with spine 
issues and enjoys reaching out to vet- 
erans to make sure they have what they 
need. She and her husband had a house 
fire in November, and were only able to 
return to their property this past week 
when a trailer was delivered. 

“T’m lucky enough to be able to do 
this,” she said, of being able to make 


contact with veterans. She identifies 
with the veterans, some of whom al- 
ready self-isolate due to their experienc- 
es in the military. 

As she goes out only one day a week 
to do errands due to her back pain, she 
identifies with some veterans need to be 
apart. 

“I’m humbled though to take part 
in letting our veterans know how truly 
appreciated they are,’ Dube said. They 
have appreciated her contact, she said, 
and “they have such a good capacity for 
humor.” She joked that there’s nothing 
wrong with her mouth, so calling to 
check on them is easy to do and she en- 
joys speaking with them. 

Although it is important to make 
sure veterans have their needs met, the 
Institute’s overall goal is “to make sure 
veterans and their families not just sur- 
vive but that they thrive during this cri- 
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sis,’ Prestwood-Taylor said. 

Some of the training offered to vet- 
erans and their families is around being 
more resilient. The Institute is filming 
different speakers talking about resil- 
lence, and putting them on its website, 
brookfieldinstitute.org, and will put 
them on the nonprofit’s Facebook page 
as well. 

“We want to offer them the expertise 
to help them build resilience to face the 
trauma they have experienced and the 
stresses, and with all of the things that 
life brings,” Prestwood-Taylor said. 
“These are heartfelt expressions of 
advice from people who are experts in 
their areas.” 

Anyone who knows a veteran who 
may need or want outreach should con- 
tact her at Beverly@brookfieldinstitute. 
org with the veteran’s name and contact 
information. 
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Prospects of 
Spring season 
looking bleak 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— As the state 
celebrates Patriots Day along 
with the spring vacation week 
Where many spring teams 
would normally be playing 
baseball and lacrosse games 
at 11 a.m. and 12 noon rather 
than the tradition 4 p.m. starts, 
there is nothing happening on 
any fields this week. 

The MIAA%ss Board of Di- 
rectors, in conjunction with 
guidance and recommenda- 
tions made by the Tournament 
Management Committee, 
head into a crucial week seek- 
ing to start the spring season 
on May 4. 

However, that start date is 
contingent on Gov. Charlie 
Baker starting the process of 
“opening the state back up.” 

Unfortunately, with time 
waning, and guidance from the 
federal government, it does not 
appear as though Massachu- 
setts will be opening up, specif- 
ically for classes, on May 4. No 
school means no spring sports 
for athletes across the state. 

Massachusetts is not among 
the nearly 30 states in the na- 
tion that has shut down school 
for the remainder of the aca- 
demic year. Baker has said he 
does not want to shut schools 
down for the remainder of the 
year and was hopefully to get 
students back into the class- 
room even for a short period 
of time. 

However, the MIAA%s cur- 
rent plan for a 12-game slate 
and sectional playoff run is 
contingent on schools being 
re-opened on May 4. Another 
delay, which would likely be 
a minimum of two weeks in 
length, would be catastrophic 
to the plan. 

“We (the Pioneer Valley 


Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference) came up with a mod- 
ified schedule for the shortened 
season,” said Agawam High 
School Athletic Director Da- 
vid Stratton, a member of the 
PVIAC Board of Directors. 
“But it could up being a futile 
exercise.” 

Time is running low, but 
Baker has yet to make a call 
on whether or not the stay-at- 
home advisory, non-essential 
businesses being closed, and 
schools being shuttered will re- 
main in effect. 

The last meeting of the 
MIAA Board of Directors 
was held by teleconference 
on Thursday, April 16. At the 
meeting, the board voted on 
some simple items, stating that 
in a cost-saving measure, tour- 
nament semifinal games would 
be held at the site of the higher 
seed. Semifinals and finals are 
normally held on neutral turf. 

However, in the case of 
baseball and softball, UMa- 
ss and Western New England 
University have been that neu- 
tral turf. College campuses 
have remained closed, and it 
is very possible colleges may 
not want events at their fields. 
Some colleges have even talk- 
ed about continuing distance 
learning until a vaccine 1s 
found for the coronavirus. 

While it was not a formal 
vote, the minutes of the meet- 
ing note that more than 20 
states had officially called off 
spring sports, specifically. But 
the MIAA will follow the guid- 
ance and expectations made by 
Gov. Baker. 

The next meeting of the 
MIAA Board of Directors is 
set for May 5. However, a spe- 
cial meeting could be sched- 
uled sooner if and when Baker 
makes a decision about the re- 
mainder of the school year. 
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Several defenders create a way to block a free kick. 


Pioneers will not play 2020 
reguiar season “Essa 


The GM of the team 
hopes there will be 
some exhibitions and 
an Open Cup this year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


LUDLOW -— It was an un- 
precedented season for the 
Western Mass. Pioneers in the 
2019 season. The team made it 
all the way to conference semi- 
finals last year before suffering 
their first defeat of the season. 

Now, with plenty of play- 
ers from last season and their 
coach returning, they will not 
have the opportunity to follow 


up on that great success. 

The USL-Two announced 
last Wednesday that the 
Northeast Division has made 
the difficult decision not to 
participate in any type of 2020 
regular season due to the coro- 
navirus outbreak. 

Greg Kolodziey, the general 
manager of the Pioneers, ex- 
pressed disappointment in the 
fact the Pioneers will not be 
able to follow up on what they 
accomplished last season. 

“Yeah, definitely crazy and 
unprecedented times,” said 
Kolodziey. “We were extremely 
excited about this season. We 


Please see PIONEERS, page 11 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Guillermo Deal tries to settle a ball during 
last year’s division clinching game. 





Valley Blue Sox looking to start regular season on time 


HOLYOKE -— The Valley 
Blue Sox were champions of 
the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League in 2017 and 
2018. They made it to the semi- 
finals in last year’s playoffs. 

Now, more than ever, col- 
lege athletes will be looking 
at leagues like the NECBL to 
make their mark for their col- 
leges and prospective baseball 
scouts. The NECBL released 
a statement recently regarding 
the status of the 2020 season, 


currently set to open in up early 


June: 


We continue to closely mon- 
itor the rapidly changing situa- 
tion involving the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and its impact on 
our 2020 summer season. 

We are hopeful that we will 
play baseball this summer, and 
we continue to plan for our 
summer season, including ac- 
commodating college seniors 
who are now eligible to play and 
what our season may look like. 


That said, our first priority 1s 
the health and well-being of our 
players, host families and fans. 
As part of our monitoring we 
are communicating with MLB, 
the NCAA and the National 
Alliance of Collegiate Summer 
Baseball. We will regularly re- 
view decisions and guidance 
from federal, state and local 
officials, and the leadership of 
our host communities to obtain 
the most current information 
on the virus, and to understand 


and implement the most cur- 
rent recommendations and di- 
rectives. 

As we assess this changing 
situation, foremost we recog- 
nize that college athletes lost 
their spring season, and _ be- 
cause of this, summer baseball 
is more important to our play- 
ers and coaches than ever be- 
fore. That’s why — even in the 
context of today - we will con- 
tinue to plan for summer ball 
and make every extra effort to 


get our college players on the 
field. Our season may not look 
the same, but our role in play- 
er development has never been 
more important. And to our 
dedicated fans and sponsors, 
your support has never been 
more important. We appreciate 
your long and steadfast support 
and are hopeful to see you again 
this summer at the ballpark. 

As we make decisions about 
our summer season, we will 
keep you fully informed. 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to poetry. 


ETEMH 


JUL 


away J -AaMsSuy 


Guess Wha? 


| am a professional wrestler and 
actor born in Massachusetts on 
April 23, 1977. | worked as a 











Solve the code to discover words related to poetry. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


16 21 6 3 
Clue: Type of rhythmical writing 








19 6 8 10 6 
Clue: Writing with a metrical rhythm 


26 21 8 12 10 


Clue: Elements of speech 


chauffeur while pursuing a career 

in bodybuilding. Although I’m not 
really a doctor, a previous 
nickname suggested | was. 


JUAYL ‘G SPAOM ‘D aSsad ‘g waod ‘Y :ssamsuy 


8 7 14 3 6 


Clue: Correspondence of sounds 


WORDS & VERSE WORD SEARCH 
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WORDS 


ALLITERATION 
ALLUSION 
ANAPEST 
ANAPHORA 
ASSONANCE 
CAESURA 
COUPLET 
EMPHASIS 
END 
ENJAMBMENT 
EPIGRAPH 
FOOT 
ITAMB 
LINES 
METER 
METRICAL 
POETRY 
PUNCTUATION 
QUOTE 
REPEAT 
RHYME 
SYLLABLES 
VERSE 
WRITING 


UErNOBOuoumMmMHaHemMmo2zmentrc2Zatuwr 
S=uIrImMmMVvyvrTMNnoznNnorn~c<roxanameHey 
=Cc2Z2ZVUUaNnNrFNDUeCn~xCXHOUVCAaAMIMree,2a 
==amourtrna2aavdartrtawnonnxraam 
POQOZHHAOrFPFPUVUVOZAOnZX<XmMern 
UAH ZOudOoOAzanovTtTIZTVOZZZzANLT 
UCHMUPFPONZADAHAUTZTNAAAO 
2ruoHaHvyvoo2zwmaumrowrrr~<wnnHon 
HSEoakeHe nM UVTeTNAOMmMemerowvsscn~<yn 
UHAQODAaAOra2zasartwWwsarweH <WDItAArHO 
VOSA MMHMHMHVVOTDMOUNAH 
S2ZwWAPrPaHAZAWNWDWOVfZrsarTZzor<mw 
SUZ2MmMuVOrHtytnaArwHecoraArCcwHitaexzorn 
QOorrevrmnaHsamurewywaonZzVION 
<OoovoW7WZqeronama2maAowcr 
rPDMorTVvrP]ZarrmeruwnmMmoaouwvdesl 
HeH<Srnyrmnzouwnrwoncvse nS 
HNDOMAZFZ ANN PFOWAOAGOA=T 


W R 
R E 
N V 
G 0O 
C F 
B A 
Cc 6S 
L A 
B I 
S U 
0 D 
M oA 
G P 
M Q 
Y R 
A D 
R S 
T J 
A G 
N I 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


one 244 aun 


-Ce oe EIEIES . 
one 


7] | 1S ifs[ |] 2 






answers for the week of 4/15 
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ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 


Tow-0iill 


ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, reach out to someone who can help 
take some tasks off of your shoulders and 
help lighten your load. Realize you don't 
have to do everything yourself. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you might not be able to balance 
your budget this week, but you can still 
create a big picture analysis of where you 
want to be financially in the weeks ahead. 
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Your confidence and power of persuasion 
are elevated this week, Gemini. Any self- 
doubt will disappear so you can focus on 
things you want to accomplish. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you are erecting a protective shell 
around yourself. There doesn't seem to be 
any conflict on the horizon, so let your 
guard down and let others in. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

You have a strong magnetic force about 
you this week, Leo. If you are looking 

for love and romance, now may be the 
time to attract someone new or reignite a 
preexisting spark. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, you may not have realized that you 
have been hibernating away, but it is time 
to greet the world again. Focus on invites 
to any and all social events. 

LIBRA —- Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, this is a good week to put into 
practice the “work smarter not harder” 
mantra. Figure out what needs to get 
done and then put the people best suited 
to the jobs on it. 

SCORPIO -— Oct 24/Nov 22 

It has been some time since you've let 
your hair down and had a good time, 
Scorpio. Push responsibilities aside for 
the time being and throw caution to the 
wind with friends. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 

You may need to clear the air with some- 
one close to you, Sagittarius. Try to figure 
out a good time to have a heart-to-heart 
discussion in the next few days. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 

Focus on the people who lift your spirits, 
Capricorn. These people can help you get 
through tough times and reinspire the 
self-confidence that has made you such a 
success to date. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 

The spotlight is on your finances, Aquar- 
ius. Looks for ways to grow your savings 
so you can achieve some of your goals. 

It may take a few months to see real 
progress. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

It is time to update your brand, Pisces. 
That means reinventing yourself. Refresh 
your résumé and revamp your wardrobe. 
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Learn more about remote learning resources at: 
www.countrybank.com/covidl9 








SPRINGFIELD — On Thursday, 
April 16, the Springfield Thunderbirds 
will be teaming up with two of their 
local restaurant partners, Uno Pizze- 
ria & Grill and Nadim’s Downtown 
Mediterranean Grill, to deliver over 50 
meals to staff at both Baystate Medi- 
cal Center and Mercy Medical Center. 

“Though we are not able to play 
hockey at this time, we want to make 
sure we are doing our part to give back 
to the community that has supported 
us since our inception. This is just one 
way we are able to say ‘thank you’ to 
the men and women on the front lines 
of this pandemic while also proving 
some support to our local small busi- 
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Thunderbirds help out area hospitals with meals 


ness partners,” said Nathan Costa, 
President of the Springfield Thunder- 
birds. 

Uno Pizzeria & Grill will provide 
lunch to staff members of Baystate’s 
Adult Acute Care and Acute Neuro- 
science departments, while Nadim’s 
will feed Mercy Medical Center’s In- 
tensive Care Unit and Emergency De- 
partment. 

“We are proud to partner with the 
Thunderbirds and Unos to feed our 
medical heroes helping to fight the 
Coronavirus pandemic. As a business 
with deep roots in this community, it 1s 
important we do our part to help our 
friends and neighbors get through this 


crisis,’ stated Nadim Kashouh, chef 
and owner of Nadim’s Mediterranean 
Grill. 

Funds for the meals will come from 
the T-Birds Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
public charity established by the fran- 
chise to benefit causes in Springfield 
and surrounding Pioneer Valley com- 
munities. 

“We are thankful to the Thunder- 
birds for including us in these special 
deliveries,” said Uno Pizzeria & Grill 
owner Michael Hurwitz. “We have a 
great relationship, and it means a lot 
for the team to think of us during these 
times to provide the food for these he- 
roes on the front line.” 
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The mission of the T-Birds Foun- 
dation 1s to serve the Springfield com- 
munity and the Pioneer Valley beyond 
every win and loss through a focus on 
providing and supporting initiatives in 
the areas of health and wellness, youth 
enrichment, and civil service. 

”Baystate Health is so grateful food 
donations that support our healthcare 
providers as they continue to serve on 
the frontlines and battle COVID-19,” 
said the team at the Baystate Health 
Foundation. “The Springfield Thun- 
derbirds’ generous donation of meals 
from Uno Pizzeria & Grill for Baystate 
Health team members is a kind and 
much appreciated gesture.” 





Westfield State University Owls place nine on honor society 


WESTFIELD — Nine Westfield 
State University football senior stu- 
dent-athletes were honored with se- 
lection to the 2020 National Football 
Foundation Hampshire Honor So- 
ciety. The society recognizes players 
across the country who have main- 
tained a cumulative 3.2 GPA or better 
throughout their college careers. 

Westfield’s Chris Belsito, Jack 
Buckley, Jake Cassidy, Cody Cleve- 
land, Connor Gregoire, Kevin Joyce, 
Jake Mullins and Corey Pooler, and 
Andrew Peltier all earned the honor. 

“We're always excited this time 
of year when the NFF releases the 
Hampshire Honor Society,” said West- 
field State head coach Pete Kowalski. 
“We've led the MASCAC the last sev- 
eral years in the number of honorees 
from our team, and we want to contin- 
ue that. These are nine great young 
men, who have demonstrated that they 
excel in the classroom, strive for excel- 
lence on the field, and are pillars of 
our Westfield State family.” 

Owls’ running back Chris Belsi- 


to (Webster, MA/West Boylston) ap- 
peared in seven games with 21 rushes 
and 71 yards in the 2019 season. 

Cornerback Jack Buckley (Tyngs- 
boro, MA) provided the Owls last sea- 
son with 37 tackles on defense, with 
two interceptions. 

Jake Cassidy (Lynn, MA/Lawrence 
Academy) started the season as the 
Owls quarterback, totaling 676 pass- 
ing yards and four touchdowns before 
moving to defensive back late in the 
year. He finished with 25 tackles, five 
pass breakups and forced a fumble. 

Punter Cody Cleveland (Northamp- 
ton, MA) appeared in ten games for 
the Owls last season with 59 punts, 
and 2,308 kicking yards, for a 39.1- 
yard average. He was also named sec- 
ond-team All-MASCAC. 

Offensive linemen Kevin Joyce and 
Connor Gregoire (Waterford, CT) 
helped anchor a veteran Owls offen- 
sive line. Gregoire also played on the 
defensive line in some short yardage 
situations with three tackles and one 
assist over nine games played in 2019. 


Joyce also is a thrower on the Owls 
track and field team. 

Kicker Corey Pooler (Middleboro, 
MA) led the special teams unit last 
season with a perfect field-goal per- 
centage, connecting on all three tries. 
Pooler recorded an 83% PAT with 24 
extra points made of 27 attempts. 

Jake Mullins (Vernon, CT) gave an 
impressive performance on the defen- 
sive line with 17 tackles and 39 assists 
over ten games played in 2019. Mull- 
ins also recorded 1.5 sacks last season. 

Quarterback Andrew Peltier (Holy- 
oke, MA) helped lead the Owls offense 
in tandem with Cassidy, appearing 
in six games with 688 yards and six 
touchdowns to his credit. 

The Owls wrapped up the 2019 sea- 
son by winning two of their final three 
games. Westfield State is scheduled to 
open the 2020 season on Friday night, 
September 4 against #12-ranked 
Union College (NY). 

The full list of honorees can be 
found at www.footballfoundation.org. 
Top NFL prospects Joe Burrow of 


LSU, Jalen Hurts of Oklahoma, and 
Justin Herbert of Oregon were among 
the players named to the society. 

Jon F. Hanson, the chairman and 
founder of The Hampshire Com- 
panies, provided the endowment to 
launch the NFF Hampshire Honor 
Society in 2007. He made the con- 
tribution as part of his legacy to the 
organization after serving as NFF 
Chairman from 1994-2006. He cur- 
rently serves the organization as chair- 
man emeritus. Each player awarded 
with membership in this year’s Honor 
Society will receive a certificate com- 
memorating his or her achievement. 

“We have honored more than 
12,000 student-athletes in the last 14 
years thanks to Jon Hanson’s gener- 
osity,” said NEFF Chairman Archie 
Manning. “We are grateful for his 
passionate belief in the scholar-athlete 
ideal, and the Hampshire Honor So- 
ciety allows us to showcase the names 
of tomorrow’s leaders while inspiring 
future generations to follow in their 
footsteps.” 





PIONEERS from page 9 


had a good group of players returning 
from last year’s team along with some 
excellent new recruits. We had qualified 
for the U.S. Open Cup, and were look- 
ing forward to some fun and exciting 
games at the stadium this summer. So 
on that note it’s a bit disheartening.” 

Kolodziey said he is hopeful the 
team will get the opportunity to play 
some games this season. He is hoping 
to see the Open Cup be rescheduled 
and possibly have some exhibition 
matches later this year. 

“But obviously some things are out 
of your control,” he said. “But as of 
this week, the US Open Cup has not 
made a decision as to what they are 
doing with their tournament, so there 
is a chance we could be playing if they 
choose to go ahead with it. 

“Other than that, we will moni- 
tor the health situation in the coming 
weeks and try to provide our great fans 
with some action at the stadium when 
and if we can. We are hoping to sched- 
ule exhibition games and for the young 
soccer players in the area, put together 
our summer soccer camp program.” 

The league released a statement last 
Wednesday addressing the 2020 season: 

These are unprecedented times as the 
world faces a challenging COVID-19 
health crisis. And while the issues at 
hand are about much more than sport, 
as supporters of our clubs we want to 
share with you our appreciation for the 
patience you have shown as we worked 
closely with league officials as well as 
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Left, Ben Brewster starts a move up the field. The Pioneers will not play in the 2020 regular season. Right, Micah Umeh sends a shot away. 


local, state, and national health au- 
thorities to understand the impact of 
this global pandemic on our upcoming 
season. 

After careful thought and consid- 
eration, 1t was determined that the 
challenges of our division being spread 
over multiple states, coupled with the 
existing health crises, were too great 
of a risk to our long-term sustainabil- 
ity, and we have therefore made the 
difficult decision to forego our partic- 
ipation in the 2020 USL League Two 
season. 

“We absolutely support the North- 
east Division’s decision,” said USL Vice 


President Joel Nash. “At the end of the 
day, it was about much more than soc- 
cer and we look forward to welcoming 
them back even stronger in 2021.” 
Every member club in the Northeast 
has worked tirelessly to provide the 
highest level of soccer possible to all 
of our communities in thrilling, fam- 
ily-friendly environments, each with 
their own local flavor. However, given 
the fluidity of the situation and the 
uncertainty presented to us, we felt the 
decision was necessary for the greater 
good of all involved. While we are bit- 
terly disappointed about this turn of 
events, especially for the fans, players, 


and our supportive Northeast commu- 
nities, we also vow to come back better 
than ever in 2021. 

In the meantime, all six Northeast 
Division clubs encourage everyone 
within our respective communities to 
be kind to one another, to look after 
those in need, and to encourage so- 
cial distancing as much as possible. As 
clubs, we will continue to stay active 
and engaged in our communities off 
the pitch, and welcome any and all sup- 
port in those endeavors. Only together 
can we get through these trying times 
and come out stronger for it. We will 
get through this together. 


PAGE 12 





NORTH BROOKFIELD -— In an 
effort to protect customers and com- 
munity members, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank compiled some common 
frauds and scams related to COVID-19, 
as well as resources on how best to deal 
with them. It’s an unfortunate truth that 
particularly during times of hardship, 
fraudsters and scammers will attempt to 
take advantage of the situation to steal 
people’s money, personal information 
or identity. It 1s important, now more 
than ever, to be as aware and prepared 
as possible to combat such attempts. 

Scammers will try to trick victims 
by approaching them with information 
they know is of interest and they may 
make themselves appear to come from a 
familiar source, all in the hopes that the 
person will act or click before thinking 
it through. 

A brief overview of scams and fraud 
to look out for are: stimulus check infor- 
mation, fake CDC alerts emails, health 
advice emails, workplace policies emails, 
charity donation requests, phone calls, 
text messages, offers for “free” services 
(such as streaming services), offers for 
medical equipment, cures, or treatments 
or investment offers. 

Be wary of emails, text, calls or 
other correspondence relating to your 
COVID-19 government stimulus check. 
Any emails, texts, or calls are not legit- 
imate. They might promise faster deliv- 
ery or ask to verify personal or banking 
information - the government will not 
do this. 

For those who have filed their 2019 
taxes and selected to receive a refund 
via direct deposit, their stimulus check 
will be deposited into the account they 
elected for their tax refund. Those who 
have not filed 2019 taxes, but filed their 
2018 taxes last year and opted for direct 
deposit, their stimulus check will be de- 
posited into the account they elected for 
your 2018 tax refund. Those who havy- 
ent authorized a direct deposit for their 
tax refund, will receive a check via the 
USPS (if eligible). 

Email scams, also known as phish- 
ing, are when fraudsters and scammers 
send emails claiming to be from legiti- 
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mate organizations. The email messages 
might ask you to open an attachment to 
see the latest statistics on COVID-19. If 
people click on the attachment or em- 
bedded link, it is possible they could 
download malicious software onto their 
device. The malicious software could 
allow scammers to take control of their 
computer, log their keystrokes or access 
their personal information and financial 
data, which could lead to identity theft. 

Fake CDC alerts -The email might 
falsely claim to link to a list of corona- 
virus cases in a person’s area or offer 
information on testing, results, or any- 
thing else that might get them to open 
the email. 

Fake Health Advice Emails - Emails 
that offer supposed medical advice to 
help protect people against the corona- 
virus. The emails might claim to be from 
medical experts. “This little measure can 
save you, one phishing email says. “Use 
the link below to download Safety Mea- 
sures.” 

Fake Workplace Policy Email - Some 
fraudsters and scammers have targeted 
employees’ workplace email, often with 
links to fake policies. If someone clicks 
on the fake company policy, they’ll 
download malicious software. 

Like other types of phishing emails, 
the messages usually try to get people to 
click on a link or provide personal in- 
formation that can be used to commit 
fraud or identity theft. Here’s some tips 
to avoid getting tricked. 

Beware of requests for personal in- 
formation. A coronavirus-themed email 
that seeks personal information like a 
Social Security number or login infor- 
mation is a scam. Legitimate govern- 
ment agencies won't ask for that infor- 
mation. Never respond to the email with 
with personal data. 

Check the email address or link. 
People can inspect a link by hovering 
their mouse button over the URL to see 
where it leads. Sometimes, it’s obvious 
the web address 1s not legitimate. But 
keep in mind scammers and fraudsters 
can create links that closely resemble 
real websites. Delete the email if you 
suspect it is a scam. 


Watch for spelling and grammatical 
mistakes. If an email includes spelling, 
punctuation and grammar errors, it’s 
likely a sign that a phishing email has 
been received. Delete it. 

Look for generic greetings. Phish- 
ing emails are unlikely to use a person’s 
name. Greetings like “Dear sir or mad- 
am” signal an email is not legitimate. 

Avoid emails that insist on acting 
now. Phishing emails often try to create 
a sense of urgency or demand immed1- 
ate action. The goal is to get people to 
click on a link and provide personal in- 
formation without thoroughly thinking 
it through. Delete the message. 

In this time of need people may be 
in a position to help others who find 
themselves in need. While doing so is a 
very admirable goal, everyone should do 
their due diligence ahead of time. 

People should do their homework 
when it comes to contributing any do- 
nations, whether through charities or 
crowdfunding sites. No one should let 
anyone rush into making a donation. 
People should your their time and en- 
sure that the charities and causes they 
are considering donating to are legiti- 
mate and have a proven track record of 
making good use of the donations they 
receive. If someone wants donations in 
cash, by gift card or by wiring money, 
don’t do it. 

Scammers and fraudsters may try to 
call people on the phone in an effort to 
gather personal or financial informa- 
tion. They may use tactics designed to 
intimidate, confuse, or scare people, and 
it’s all in an effort to make people not 
think twice about giving them sensitive 
information. 

People may also receive robocalls, if 
they answer the phone and hear a re- 
corded message instead of a live person, 
it’s a robocall. Hang up. Don't press 
any numbers. The recording might say 
that pressing a number will let the per- 
son speak to a live operator or remove 
them from their call list but it might 
lead to more robocalls. [legal robocalls 
are used to pitch everything from scam 
Coronavirus treatments to work-at- 
home schemes. 


NBSB offers information on COVID-19 scams 


Text messages, Facebook messag- 
es and other messenger platforms can 
also have scammers and fraudsters us- 
ing them. Anyone who receives a mes- 
sage with a link in it do not click it, as 
it will download malware onto their 
device, even a phone or tablet. The mes- 
sage could be from an unknown sender 
or may even be from someone who is 
known. In the latter case, they are most 
likely a victim of a similar scam. 

Be aware of offers and ads for cures, 
treatments, medical supplies, free video 
streaming services, ways to track the vi- 
rus’ spread or other too good to be true 
claims. 

Shoppers online should know from 
whom they’re buying. Online sellers 
may claim to have in-demand products, 
like cleaning, household or health and 
medical supplies when, in fact, they 
don't. All in an attempt to gather peo- 
ples’ credit card information or to get 
them to unknowingly download mal- 
ware onto their device. 

Ignore online offers for vaccinations 
and home test kits. Scammers are trying 
to get people to buy products that aren’t 
proven to treat or prevent the corona- 
virus disease 2019 (COVID-19), online 
or in stores. At this time, there are no 
FDA-authorized home test kits for the 
coronavirus. 

As always, North Brookfield Sav- 
ings Bank encourages everyone to fact- 
check all information they receive no 
matter the source. Scammers and often 
times innocent well-meaning people, 
share information that hasn’t been ver- 
ified. Before passing on any messages, 
contact trusted sources to ensure they 
are legitimate. People may visit official 
COVID-19 channels through our North 
Brookfield Savings Bank COVID-19 
Resource Center, www.NorthBrook- 
fieldSavingsBank.com/Coronavirus. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank’s on- 
line Security Center lets people quickly 
take action, based on the scam type, 
through its Report Fraud and Scam 
webpage. It is important to act fast. 

People may visit https://www.north- 
brookfieldsavingsbank.com/report- 
fraud-and-scams/. 





MassWildlife’s COVID-19 pandemic response to activities 


REGION - In an effort to protect 
people from the spread of COVID-19, 
the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife (MassWildlife) has adyjust- 
ed services, events and operations. 

Fishing and hunting: All hunting and 
fishing regulations, including §licens- 
es, are still in effect during the State of 
Emergency and Stay at Home Advisory. 
The revenue generated from license sales 
goes directly towards conservation, re- 
search, stocking, education, and resto- 
ration. Licenses can be obtained online 
by visiting the MassFishHunt online 
portal. Outdoor activities, and trav- 
el to and from those activities, are still 
permitted. All residents should practice 
social distancing by remaining six feet 
away from other people while partici- 
pating in outdoor activities. Outdoor 
users should avoid gathering in groups 
larger than 10 people. 

Fishing and trout stocking: Fishing 
is allowed during this time with a valid 
fishing license. MassWildlife 1s continu- 
ing to stock trout this spring. For the 
safety of MassWildlife staff, please do 
not approach staff while they are stock- 
ing fish. For daily trout stocking up- 
dates, please visit mass.gov/trout. Don’t 
share a boat unless it is large enough so 
that all persons aboard can always re- 
main at a minimum distance of six feet 
apart. Anglers and other paddlers in ca- 


noes and kayaks are reminded they are 
required to wear a life jacket through 
May 15. 

Hunting: Hunting is allowed during 
this time with a valid hunting license. 
The spring turkey hunting season will 
open April 27 and run hrough May 23. 
Following Gov. Charlie Baker’s State of 
Emergency Declaration, MassWildlife 
cancelled all 2020 Youth Turkey Hunt 
Seminars. Only past participants who 
have completed Basic Hunter Education 
and the Youth Turkey Hunting Seminar 
will be able to participate in the youth 
turkey hunt on April 25. 

Wildlife Management Areas: Fresh 
air and exercise are great ways to sup- 
port a health year-round. All Mass Wild- 
ilfe Wildlife Management Areas remain 
open to the public to enjoy for fishing, 
hunting, walking, birding and other na- 
ture-based activities. Please remember 
to stay six feet apart from other visitors 
and keep pets leashed. Mass Wildlife en- 
courages the public to visit lesser-known 
spots and explore the outdoors close to 
home. If crowded, choose a different lo- 
cation or time to visit. To find WMAs 
nearby, please visit the MassWildlife 
Lands Viewer. 

Events and Programs: Mass Wildlife 
has canceled all group events and pro- 
grams through May 31, including all 
hunter education and angler education 


courses. MassWildlife will continue to 
implement recommendations from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts re- 
garding any future closures or cancella- 
tions. 

MassWildlife Offices: All MassWild- 
life offices and hatcheries are closed to 
the public until further notice. 

Contact Us: Since most employees 





are working remotely, MassWildlife 
is urging the public to contact staff by 
email. Access to voicemails may be lim- 
ited. 

Stay Connected to Nature: Looking 
for things to do during the Stay at Home 
Advisory? Check out MassWildlife’s list 
of recommended activities to keep you 
and the kids busy, including wildlife 


AMHERST — The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Con- 
servation Service has announced up to 
$200,000 of funding available in Massa- 
chusetts for eligible individuals, local and 
state governments, non-governmental or- 
ganizations and tribes through Conserva- 
tion Innovation Grants These grants are 
intended to stimulate the development 
and adoption of innovative conservation 
approaches and technologies while lever- 
aging federal investment in environmen- 
tal enhancement and protection. 

The deadline to submit an application 
for CIG is 11:59 pm. EDT on June 13. 
To apply, visit Grants.gov for the 2020 an- 
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Grants available to spur innovative conservation technologies 


nouncement of program funding, fund- 
ing opportunity number USDA-NRCS- 
MA-CIG-20-GEN0010776. 

“Conservation Innovation Grants are 
critical for developing science, technology 
and innovative tools to address natural 
resource concerns on Massachusetts’s 
private working lands,” said Dan Wright, 
Massachusetts state conservationist for 
NRCS. “CIG will benefit agricultural 
producers by providing more options for 
environmental enhancement and compli- 
ance with federal, state, and local regula- 
tions.” 

Projects must be within Massachu- 
setts and in conjunction with agricultural 


production. They may be area-based or 
statewide in scope. Applicants submitting 
proposals may request up to $200,000 
of matching federal funds. CIG recipi- 
ents must provide a non-federal funding 
match at least equal to the amount of fed- 
eral funding requested. The non-federal 
match can be cash, in-kind or a combina- 
tion of both. 

The proposal must involve Environ- 
mental Quality Incentives Program eli- 
gible producers and should demonstrate 
the use of innovative technologies or ap- 
proaches to address a natural resource 
concern in one of the following catego- 
ries: soil health, water quality, and out- 
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reach to underserved populations. 

These grants do not fund research 
projects. The program is designed to aid 
the adoption of measures that have been 
sufficiently studied to indicate a high like- 
lihood of success. The overall goal 1s to 
incorporate new innovations into NRCS 
technical manuals and make them avail- 
able to the agricultural community. 

The Conservation Innovation Grants 
at the state level build on our nation- 
al program and enable NRCS to better 
address natural resource concerns at the 
local level. To learn more about Conser- 
vation Innovations Grants visit the CIG 
webpage. 





DESE to establish emergency 
Sites for residential homes 


BOSTON — Gov. Charlie Baker 
signed an executive order Thurs- 
day authorizing the Department of 
Early Education and Care to estab- 
lish emergency sites for children and 
youth living in residential homes that 
have tested positive for COVID-19 
and need to be cared for in quaran- 
tine or isolation. 

The Department of Early Educa- 
tion and Care is responsible for the 
licensing and oversight of residential 
programs and group homes, provid- 
ing 24-hour custodial care and social 
services to children cared for by the 
Department of Children and Fami- 
lies, the Department of Development 
Services, the Department of Mental 
Health, the Department of Youth 
Services and other organizations. 
EEC also works with the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Educa- 
tion to license residential schools. 

These programs remain open 
throughout the State of Emergen- 
cy and will continue to do so. Some 
existing facilities do not have the 
capability to effectively isolate and 
quarantine individuals who _ have 


been exposed or tested positive for 
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COVID-19. The goal of the tempo- 
rary emergency residential sites is to 
accommodate the needs of COVID- 
19-exposed youth who cannot stay in 
their current residential placement. 

The order gives EEC the authority 
to do the following: 

¢ Open temporary emergency resi- 
dential programs better suited to care 
for residents who need to be quaran- 
tined or isolated; and 

¢ Provide appropriate flexibility 
around licensing regulations to pre- 
vent the spread of COVID-19 while 
keeping educators, children and 
youth safe. 

“In these unprecedented times, the 
dedication of our residential program 
providers and educators has been tru- 
ly commendable,” said Early Educa- 
tion and Care Commissioner Saman- 
tha Aigner-Treworgy. “With today’s 
executive order, Governor Baker has 
enabled the Department of Early Ed- 
ucation and Care to meet the needs 
of this community head-on.” 

Any provider interested in oper- 
ating a temporary emergency resi- 
dential site may apply on the EEC 
COVID-19 website. 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY EILEEN KENNEDY 
The Joshua Hyde Public Library shows a sign of the times, closure for now and a reminder to keep library 


materials at home until it reopens. There will be no fines. As usual every spring it looks beautiful, with its 
trees and flowers blooming. 
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obituaries. 


date and place. 
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Turley Publications offers two types of 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 
The Massachusetts State 
Lottery Commission (MSLC) 
will offer a KENO monitor 
to display the game to duly 
qualified existing KENO To 
Go Agent(s), as listed below: 


Written objection hereto, 
by Local Licensing Authority, 
must be received by: Gregory 
Polin, General Counsel, 
Massachusetts State Lottery 
Commission (MSLC), 150 
Mount Vernon Street, 


Algoos Dorchester, MA 02150 - 3573 
225 B Main St 4/24/2020 
N Brookfield, MA, 01535 

CHECK OUT ALL THE 
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www.newspapers.turley.com 





WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





**x*EEEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper than 
dumpster fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. (413)283- 

6512, cell (413)222-8868. 





Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. BBB approved. Tim 
413-563-2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 _ Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


| SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 
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NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


e 
& 
(\ a u 


ELD 





BROOK! 








WALES ( HOLLAND 


b 









Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 











LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. Call Nick for your 
free estimate 413-386-5014 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly 
lawn mowing services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 7 . . LIC. #J27222 
$30.50 $31.00 $31.50 3200] Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or l= ‘New Season’ 
the Suburban Residential ZONE “New Projects” 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price for $26.00 for 20 words plus WILBRAHAM Call LINC’S ‘ 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 a oe For Your Connection 
50¢ for each additional word. (413)668-5299 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 7 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] Of add $15 to runin 
ALL THREE ZONES. ROOFING 
. : FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
PN a First ZONE base price oe types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Address: _ OS Add a second ZONE __ $10.00_ 0.00 ——nminyadinits Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
; ; following ZONE(s): Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
HOW Zip:__ Add a third ZONE ___ $5.00 _ —_ #102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
NumberofWeeks: i‘ WvUvUvULUvlU XM hperweekrate aS Subtotal 7 service. Veteran Discount. 
Credit Card: MasterCard UVISA 4 Discover I Cash LI) Check# _ x Number of Weeks i 7) = an? 
Card # a ae a Exp. Date ee CVV Se TOTAL Enclosed Buying : Selling S 
Amount of charge: SD | - Our | | 


Classifieds 
Get Results! J 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 








SPRINGFIELD — The Western 
New England University College of 
Business has maintained its business 
accreditation by AACSB _Interna- 
tional — The Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business. AA- 
CSB accreditation is the hallmark of 
excellence in business education and 
is earned by fewer than five percent of 
the world’s business degree programs. 

Achieving accreditation 1s a process 
of rigorous internal review, and eval- 
uation which can take several years to 
complete. AACSB standards require 
excellence in areas relating to strategic 
management and innovation; student, 
faculty, and staff as active partici- 
pants; learning and teaching; and ac- 
ademic and professional engagement. 
All accredited schools must go through 
a continuous improvement peer review 
process every five years in order to 
maintain their accreditation. Western 
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- community - 


New England’s College of Business 
first earned this distinction in 2003. 

“AACSB-accredited schools 
demonstrate a focus on excellence in 
all areas, including teaching, research, 
curriculum development, and student 
learning. The intense peer-review pro- 
cess exemplifies their commitment 
to quality business education,” said 
Stephanie M. Bryant, executive vice 
president and chief accreditation offi- 
cer of AACSB. 

“We are all so proud to have received 
our maintenance of accreditation from 
AACSB. It is a testament to the high 
quality of business education and in- 
deed our entire College of Business 
community at Western New England 
University,” says College of Business 
Dean Dr. Sharianne Walker. “The re- 
accreditation process is a rigorous one 
that requires us to demonstrate and 
assure our commitment to relevant 


WNEU maintains AACSB business accreditation 


and innovative curriculum, excellence 
in teaching and research, engagement 
with the business community and im- 
pact in every aspect of what we do. 
This was a community-wide effort that 
engaged all of our faculty, students, 
College of Business Advisory Board 
members, and alumni. The remark- 
able engagement, collaboration, and 
contribution by so many people in the 
maintenance of accreditation speaks 
to the deep and abiding commitment 
to business excellence that exists at 
Western New England University.” 
The Western New England Uni- 
versity College of Business offers un- 
dergraduate programs in accounting, 
business analytics and information 
management, entrepreneurship,  fi- 
nance, general business, international 
business, management and leadership, 
marketing, marketing communication/ 
advertising, pharmaceutical, and sport 








management. 

The College also offers a Master of 
Business Administration, Master of 
Science in Accounting (MSA), Master 
of Science in Organizational Leader- 
ship, and a Master of Science in Sport 
Leadership and Coaching as well as 
five-year accelerated and dual degree 
programs with law, pharmacy and en- 
gineering. For more information, visit 
wne.edu/business. 

Established in 1916, AACSB Inter- 
national is the world’s largest business 
education alliance, connecting educa- 
tors, learners, and business to create 
the next generation of great leaders. 
With a presence in more than 100 
countries and territories, AACSB fos- 
ters engagement, accelerates innova- 
tion, and amplifies impact in business 
education. For details on AACSB In- 
ternational accreditation, visit aacsb. 
edu. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


K & J TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. Free estimates, stump grinding. 
413-289-4817, 508-344-8482 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


STUMP GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinda- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


1978 CHEVY SS ELCAMINO 
12,500 original miles. Pro tour started. 
EZ resto to stock. 350 ci, 4-spd. 413- 


896-1585 after 12pm $20,000 firm 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


$12.50 
Each 





Ee oe 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


CDC RY 






Digital Photos 
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2020 
TAX, TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible, Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have te hurt! 










Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 








Tel: 413-289-0058 
et Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes,com 





















Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZAD 


Call For An 
Appointment | <I> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 





TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


| AVTROs«ZED 


PROVIDER 


$50 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients + 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BELCHERTOWN LAKESIDE 
ROOM for rent. Shared living in en- 
tire house. Off-street parking, Lg. yard. 
Contact Rick 978-833-3689. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
e 


a6 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER- 3 ROOMS, stove & refrig- 
erator, Parking. No pets. 1st, last. 413- 
433-1856 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67. Please call 
(413)436-5301 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 
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our ACO 


SPRING BLACK FRIDAY DEALS! 
WE ARE OPEN TO SELL 


& DELIVER APPLIANCES 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


SO COME ON IN FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER 


OM” FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 
"Vesa J [2] mM St.. S 
ss Mon.-Fri. 10am- eg ae ei He ch z tce ‘ 5 08- 885- 9 343 
GO 


TO WHITCOSALES. COM 









$439,900 ae . 


Gorgeous colonial in Tall Pines! This oversized home offers a lg front to back fire placed 
living room, a beautifully remodeled eat in kitchen with new stainless steel appliances, new 
pantry, new granite counter tops and a large custom built island! Formal dining rm & 1st 
floor laundry in the mud room! Massive master suite with 3 walk in closets, 2 double closets 
and even extra storage areas within the closets! The master bathroom offers a newly tiled 
double shower, a lg jetted tub & a double vanity! Bedrooms 2, 3 & 4 are nicely sized with 
lots of closet space! Pull down attic. 2 nice big finished rooms in the basement plus a lot 
more storage! Brand new high end AC condensers, brand new hardwoods thoughout the 
house and new hardwood stair treads to the 2nd floor, new hybrid water heater & new touch 
up paint! 2 car att garage, paved driveway, brand new walkway, great sized deck and a big 
back yard! This home has it all! Close to the MA Pike & Rts 84,9 & 20! Tantasqua schools! 


MICHELLE TERRY TEAM 508-202-0008 
ae) YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
23 Fiskdale Road 
Brookfield, MA 01506 


Call MichelleTerry Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 
@ 908-735-8744 michelleterryteam.com [tha 


Broker/Owner 


PYour Guide to Local 
> Summer Activities 
> &« Vacation ae 
gDestinations § a 
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HRS UMIMER IAG Hi iiiaye GUIDES 
Contact,Dan Flynn Today! 


413°967-3505. Buea 


WARREN - sce 900 


‘ ~ 2 bedroom Ranch with finished basement 
wf} on 1.09 acres. Dining room has French 
*| doors which lead to a nice deck off the | } 
= back of the house. Recent updates include |) 

| roof, windows, interior doors. Pellet stove 

in the finished basement will be staying = 
with the home. The finished basement gives you anit room as a ae room, playroom 
or office. There is a huge shed for storing all of your yard equipment and toys! Enjoy a 
warm night while sitting by your fire pit. The lower back yard is cleared for garden or 
outdoor living space for picnics or a good game of horseshoes! This home is located on 
4 a nice country road yet minutes to major routes for commuters. 

www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com je ee ae 


978-434-1990 REMERON 370 an st Spencer 





Start your next move with Siewarl 


Professional Photography 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
WATER FILTRATION Targeted Online Advertising , 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING Tr 
174-200-0225 COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
WE'RE LOCAL! BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 e& 
e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 
e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 
James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofi waterfiltration.com 
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WE ARE OPEN 
LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 


98 North Spencer Road, 
~ Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
508- S85- ha 


Sand, Gravel & Asphalt @=7=7p- 


www. bondsandanderavelcon 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: 













SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


=) \ pa meley Wale) 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, Pas 


~D La 908. 867. 0400 
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WOW! LOOK AT THESE 
DINNER SPECIALS! 


BBQ Chicken Dinner 
Salisbury Steaks 
Chef’s Special Steak 2,/77T77\" 






SOU WS 
(Sac ceuaen 





TAKE-OUT 


SPRING is EARLY!! 





Check out our Indoor Display te! TO RESERVE 
= Concrete, Masonry, ; A fresh look Feature Soup Available: RINKEE 





an elynny into homes Ham & Bean 


a 1 and Landscape Needs 






% tit Advertising! d living i 
___ CONCRETE SOLUTIONS alae Open Sun.-Wed. 8am-2pm 
#199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner M Thurs.-Sat. 8am-8pm 
assachusetts 


“cS 978-669-0088 
>, KEYSTONE RETAINING WALLS 


Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30 


and Northern [= 7 eS = Flatts 


Connecticut 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield e 508-867-6643 





uric y” Inc. 


-A eet eae = 





Memorial Day Special Edition 


nour May 21st edition, we will be honoring would like to advertise a message of gratitude 

those fallen men and women who served or appreciation, please contact Dan Flynn, 

bravely on behalf of our Nation. dflynn@turley.com 413-297-5886 or Tim 
If your business, organization or even individually, Mara, tmara@turley.comm 978-355-2254. 





